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Stars Rally for hidden gems 
 
« TWICE in my life I have understood what genius is: The first time 
was looking at the definition in the dictonary; the second was 
meeting Pierre Etaix" So said the great American comic Jerry Lewis 
of the largely unknown French filmmaker, illustrator and perfomer 
Pierre Etaix. Before becoming a flimmaker, Etaix worked with 
Jacques Tati, storyboarding gags for Tati's masterpiece Mon Oncle.  
(A book of Etaix’s distinctive drawings was published late last year 
by ACR Editions, Paris.)  
 
Between 1962 and 1970, Etaix directed five features, which he co-
wrote with one of France's most acclaimed scriptwriters, Jean-
Claude Carrière, and the pair gamered an Oscar for their 
colaborative short film Heureux anniversaire in 1963.  
 
But for the past decade and more, the five features by Etaix and 
Carrière, which include the much-acclaimed The Suitor, Yoyo and 
Land of Milk and Honey, have been unavailable because of a rights 
dispute, which Etaix's supporters claim to be worthy of a Marx 
Brothers' comedy.  
 
Film festivais the world over, as commercial distributor, including 
one in Australia, are clamouring to resurrect Etaix’s neglected 
career.  
 
An army of film-world notables, including Woody Allen, Michel 
Gondry, Leslie Caron and Eugène Chaplin, are among the 2000 - 
plus  signatories to an online petition for the reissue of Etaix films.  
 
The website, lesfilmsdetaix.fr, also contains a short film of Etaix and 
Carrière, now aged 79 and 76 respectively, demonstrating the plight 
of their films and praying to Saint Antoine de Padoue, the patron 
saint of lost causes.  
 
The Pierre Etaix campaign has a local connection - actor and 
author Frank Bren is writting a book on him.  
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